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Nov 17 - Society Fall Meeting
Flemington Presbyterian Church

see lead article

Dec 7-8 - Antique Show
Old Turnpike School, Tewksbury

www.tewksburyhistory.net

Dec 15 - Book Signing
photographic essay

Hunterdon in My Heart
by Walter Choroszewski
Flemington Choir School

www.hunterdon300th.org

Hunterdon Celebrates 300 Years!
Weekly events scheduled 

throughout 2014. To see the full 
calendar go to

www.hunterdon300th.org
and click on Events.

Jan 1 - Re-Enactment
1714 Organization of Hunterdon 

County features period cos-
tumes and witty dialogue taken 
directly from 18th Century meet-

ing minutes. Come see which 
Freeholders are willing to wear 
hosiery and a powdered wig!

Library Hours
Open 10 - 4pm these Saturdays:

November 9, 23
December 14, 28

January 11, 25
February 8, 22

and
Open 12-4pm every Thursday

Closed for Thanksgiving Nov 28 

For our Sunday, November 17th 
meeting, the Society is joining the 
Flemington Presbyterian Church 

in celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of its pipe organ. The Church, at 10 
East Main Street, has been a venue for 
Society meetings for several years.  This 
meeting will be held in the sanctuary 
at 2pm. The public is invited to 
attend.  Refreshments will be served. 
The program includes a Power Point 
demonstration by J. Jay Smith, Director 
of Music/Organist. The presentation 
will include the workings of the pipe 
organ and information about its original 
installation and 1970 renovation.  In 
addition, a pictorial history will portray 
the church’s prior two organs and the 
1883 sanctuary.   
  The organ was built by the Austin 
Organ Company of Hartford, CT and 
installed in November 1913.  The 
Hunterdon County Democrat described 
it then as a “fine instrument installed 
by one of the largest and most up-to-
date organ building firms in the world.”  
When the organ was built, the blower 
was powered by either an illuminating 
gas engine or by electricity. Both power 
sources were necessary at the time 
because of the lack of electricity during 
the day in Flemington.  The organ has 
three manuals, 38 ranks (sets) of pipes 
totalling a little over 2,000 pipes that 

range in size from 16 feet to the size of a 
pencil. 
 Mr. Smith is a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College of Rider 
University and has led the music 
program at the church for the last twenty 
years.  His passion is in researching the 
church’s rich history of music, which 
includes the life and music of Norman 
Landis, the church’s organist/choir 
master for the sixty years from 1896 
to his death in 1956.  In 1996, Mr. 
Smith led the 100-year celebration 
of the Flemington Children’s Choir, 
which culminated in a festive service 
recreating the annual May graduations.

100-year-old organ Center oF Fall Meeting

J. Jay Smith, Director of Music/Organist

Chancel Choir
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Membership Report
A warm welcome is extended to those members who have recently joined

the Hunterdon County Historical Society.

Reported by Harold O. Van Fleet, Membership Chair

Acquisitions
Materials representative of the history of Hunterdon County and the families who 
resided here are welcome additions to the Society’s collections. Large collections 
may not be available for research until they have been processed. To the donors of 

recent acquisitions, the Society expresses its sincere appreciation.

BECOME A MEMBER!
Individual  $20 per year
Family   $25 per year
Contributing  $50 per year
Sustaining  $100 per year
Institutional  $100 and up per year
Life   $400
Patron   $1000 or more
Student (up to 18 yrs) $5 per year

Mail your check to us at the address below 
and include the following:

• Name  
• Address
• Phone number 
• Email address
• Would you like to volunteer?

Hunterdon County Historical Society
114 Main Street

ATTN: Membership
Flemington, NJ 08822

or join online with a credit card at:
www.hunterdonhistory.org/membership

Frank Banisch, Flemington, NJ
The Danziger Family, Flemington, NJ
Debra Jaeger, Whitehouse Station, NJ
Leslie and Robert Leith, Flemington, NJ 
Daniel Lesko, Hampton, NJ
Gayle and Jim Maher, High Bridge, NJ
Jean Mansur, Flemington, NJ
Kristen Nordmeyer, Pittstown, NJ
J. Richard Pierce, Whitehouse Station, NJ 
Eric Reading, Alexandria, VA
Township of Lebanon Museum, Hampton, NJ

Bible (Lunenburg, Mass., 1830), with family record of James Strimple 
(1801-1858) and Jane Smith (1816-1888). Gift of Karen Strimple Pruitt vis 
Stanton Reformed Church.

Charles Lee: Self Before Country, by Dominick Mazzagetti (New 
Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2013). Gift of publisher.

Collection of books and research materials, mostly relating to 
Lambertville, railroads, canals, etc. Gift of Edward Cohen.

“Concert Band of Flemington,” framed photograph, undated. Gift of 
Howard and Margery Van Fleet.

Flemington Main Street Depot, 1880s, hand-rendered watercolor 
over lithograph (no. 5 of 450), signed by Davis Gray, commissioned by the 
Flemington National Bank and Trust Company for the U.S. Bicentennial; 
School souvenir booklet, Warsaw School, Kingwood Twp., 1928, E. 
Kathryn Kitchin, teacher; Notecard with illustration of “Popo’s House,” 
Flemington, print of a painting by Carol Cosh-Harrison. Gifts of  Lois K. 
Stewart.

Linseed Oil Mills in New Jersey, 1732-1955, by Carter Litchfield et al. 
(Olearius Editions, 2013). Gift of publisher.

The Migrants: Pennsylvania to Oregon, Dillman and related 
families: Baker, Brecht, Frame, Hoffman, Landes, Limbert, Lorah, 
Magill, Naas, Niswonger, Patterson, Smucker, Strader, Turner, Weinig, 
Zirkle, by Beverly Brice (Port Townsend, WA, 2013). Gift of author.

Political button, “Foran, Littell for Assemblymen.” Gift of Jean 
Castanien Snyder.

The Weller Families of Warren County, New Jersey, Part II: Johann 
Phillip Weller, September 20, 1689-June 25, 1761, by Michael Gesner. 
Gift of author.

“William Garrison AKA John Liver Eatin’ Johnston Timeline,” by 
Harry A. Muncey and Susan J. Dorey. 8 pp. Gift of compilers.
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WHat’S neW at tHe SoCiety...
By John W. Kuhl, Treasurer

the year 2013 has been yet another momentous year for 
our society. Thanks to the grant from the Astle-Alpaugh 
Foundation and all those individual donations which 

matched it, we have at long last completed the renovations 
of our Doric House research library. Please see the donor list 
and photographs included. The generosity of our supporters 
has enabled us to do this even with necessary add-ons at 
little net cost to the society budget. We thank all who were 
involved. Our library is now fully accessible to handicapped 
visitors. To accommodate our increasing load of researchers, 
we now have three large tables for researchers in place of the 
former two. We have substituted a new restroom for the old, 
which could not be brought up to standards. The microfilm 
readers and files have been moved to the room in the rear. 
Architect Chris Pickell supplied a fine layout for the new 
room and builder Ted Sedelmaier performed his work with 
great skill and dedication. Our executive administrator at 
last has an enclosed office for his work. We have rebuilt and 
refurbished the entire ceiling in the library, have increased 
shelf and file space, and have put down a new rug on the 
library floor. We now feature new wall displays throughout 
the rear rooms of items pertinent to Hunterdon history that 
have long been buried deep in our archives.

Sweat was as necessary as money. All these renovations 
made it necessary to remove the entire contents of the 
library including every book and file plus all the furniture. 
Moving all these out, temporarily storing them piled one on 
another, managing the normal functions of the society in the 
meantime, and then moving all back into proper position 
was a monumental task that was accomplished only by the 
dedicated labor of society administrator Terry McNealy, 
Trustee Lora Jones, and the large corps of willing volunteers. 
Only they can know how much work that was. And then Lora 
took the lead in getting things back together again, as well as 
the new wall displays, yes even in the restroom.

Our Museum and our Building & Grounds Committees 
have not paused through all this. Work by society volunteers 
on the 3rd story display room and the basement kitchen has 
continued. It was necessary to stabilize some brick walls in 
the basement. Because of deterioration in the area, we have 
removed the later period 2nd story porch in the back. In 
connection with that, the newer wall between the 2nd floor 
bathroom and kitchen has been removed. In a future phase 
of work, that now enlarged room will become a space for 
rotating displays from our collection.

All this disruption, other projects proceeding 
simultaneously, and above all, successfully handling the sale 
and shipping of some 500 copies of the Campanelli sampler 
books, has put us behind this summer and we were not able 
to get our second newsletter of the year out on schedule. 
As the third newsletter must soon go to press to announce 
our November meeting, we will resort to combining the 
two issues. Old-timers will remember that we did the same 
back in the 1960s and 1970s with earlier volumes of our 

newsletter, when we were then preoccupied with purchasing 
and moving into our present quarters at the Doric House. We 
hope this is not too upsetting to our present patrons. After all, 
most of the work of the society is done by unpaid volunteers. 
We are very proud of what we have accomplished but every 
once in a while, our best efforts fall a little short of the mark. 
Please enjoy the contents of this expanded newsletter issue, 
and better yet, come in and see our new library for yourself. 
Our progress as a society, both physically and newly online 
is truly impressive.

liBrary VolUnteerS needed!

Learn Hunterdon history and meet interesting people in 
a newly renovated and appealing environment. Thursday 
afternoons and one Saturday a month. Training 
provided. Leave your contact info at 908 782-1091 or 
email hunterdonhistory@embarqmail.com with Library 
Volunteer in the subject line.
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in 1896, Egbert T. Bush presented a paper to the Hunterdon 
County Historical Society titled “Croton and Vicinity.”1 As 
part of his survey, Mr. Bush gave a brief history of the 

Boarshead Tavern.

“The Boar’s head tavern, less than a mile south of 
Croton, was the original in this vicinity, so far as any one 
now living knows. The old house is still standing, a relic 
of by-gone days. Old citizens used to tell the writer that 
if its walls were gifted with speech, they could a tale 
unfold. But that is not history. Who built the house, or 
when it was built, we are unable to ascertain. Its early 
keepers have all fallen asleep and many of them have 
fallen out of memory. The earliest of whom we have any 
knowledge was Joseph Smith.”

Sadly, the house, with its well-informed walls, is no longer 
standing. And like the landmark (and now vanished) tavern, 
Joseph Smith has also disappeared. I can find nothing about 
him, and presume his name only survived in the memories 
of the oldest residents of the area who spoke with Mr. Bush.

Mr. Bush wrote an article in 1930 about the tavern, 
based on his earlier essay, but, to my surprise, he could not 
name any 18th century tavern keepers. I have found several 
names associated with the tavern at this early period, and 
they are all men—unlike Buchanan’s Tavern, which was run 
by Delilah Buchanan. It must be said, I think, that none of 
these men could have managed without supportive wives. 
Customers expected to have dinners along with their beer 
and whiskeys, as well as a relatively clean place to sleep. The 
wives made this possible, while raising large families at the 
same time. But those wives never applied for tavern licenses.

In the following, I will be somewhat inconsistent about 
the spelling of the tavern’s name. Sometimes it was the Boars 
Head, and other times it was the Boarshead. I can’t see much 
of a pattern, except that Boars Head tended to be an earlier 
use, and the road of that name was almost always Boarshead.
I must also note that the following history is rather murky. 
The records from this period are just not very helpful, making 
it hard to come to clear-cut conclusions.

abraham Bonnell
The most likely first tavern keeper was Abraham Bonnell. 

He is thought to have been at the Boars Head as early as 1751, 
although I have not yet found evidence of that. According to 
Charles Boyer,2

“Boar’s Head tavern, which was located on the road 
from Ringo’s to Quakertown, was one of the important 

BoarSHead taVern
in tHe 18tH CentUry

By Marfy Goodspeed
Local Historian and Researcher’s analysis of Egbert T. Bush’s article, 

“Boarshead Tavern One of the Earliest to be Established.”
The full text of Bush’s original article is available at
www.goodspeedhistories.com/boarshead-tavern.

inns of the early days. The earliest mention so far 
found, of this tavern is on April 6, 1756, when a tract of 
land in the Great Swamp was advertised to be sold “at 
the Boar’s Head Tavern near the Premises.” [emphasis 
added] At that time it was being kept by Abraham 
Bonnel.”

I found that advertisement in NJA News Extracts, 1756-
1761 (p. 187). It was a sale of property made by Andrew Reed, 
dated Trenton April 3, 1758, not 1756, and published in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette, No. 1528, April 6, 1758. It said nothing 
about Abraham Bonnell.

“On Wednesday, the 19th of this instant April, will be set 
up at public Vendue a certain Tract of Land in the Great 
Swamp in Amwell in the County of Hunterdon containing 
about 200 acres, whereon is a large quantity of Timber 
mostly white Oak and Poplar, with a convenient Stream 
for a Saw Mill. Great Part of it may be made into good 
Meadow, being naturally a good Soil, and watered by 
several constant Springs. The Vendue to be held at the 
Boar’s Head Tavern, near the Premises. Any Person 
inclining to view the above Tract, may apply to George 
Reading, Esq.”

this was the only entry for Boars Head in NJA News 
1756-61. There was no entry for Abraham Bonnell. 
Andrew Reed seemed to be the sort of person who sold 

property for others, so I’m not certain that he was the owner 
of this tract of land near the Boars Head. The stream referred 
to could have been Plum Brook or even the Wickecheoke. 
Nothing further about this property was advertised.

A later tavern application by Daniel Pegg in 1762 states 
that Abraham Bunnell kept the tavern while it was owned by 
Sheriff John Allen.

I doubt that Abraham Bonnell stayed long at the 
Boarshead. He bought a tract of 250 acres near the Capoolong 
Creek in 1752, and in the 1760s bought land near Clinton, 
where the landmark Bonnell tavern was established. He died 
in 1768, having identified himself in his will as an innholder 
of what was then Kingwood Township.

daniel Pegg, Sr.  & Jr., and Philip Bevin, Sr. & Jr.
The next innkeeper that Charles Boyer found was Daniel 

Pegg.3 He wrote:

“In the application for a tavern license filed with the 
court in 1762, by Daniel Pegg, he said ‘That ye house 
in ye Grate Swamp Commonly Called & known by ye 
Name of Boars head, was purchased by John Allen the 
Present Sheriff, while it was a Tavern & was kept by 
one Abraham Bunnell ye Said Allen gave Consideration 
more for its being a Tavern but since J. Allen purchased 
could not get a Proper person to keep the House til 
Now.’

From this we learn that the tavern was closed for a 
period before Pegg rented it.”

According to Snell’s History of Hunterdon (p. 260), 
John Aller was Sheriff in 1762, not John Allen; it was a 
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one-year term. Either Snell or the person writing out the 
tavern application was incorrect. Possibly Snell was since 
there is no evidence of a John Aller being active that early 
in Hunterdon. Apparently Allen/Aller bought the tavern lot 
before 1762, probably in the 1750s.

Daniel Pegg may have been the tavern keeper in 1762, 
but he did not own the tavern lot. I suspect the owner was 
Philip Bevin.

Philip Bevin was born about 1730, but he did not have a 
long life. If he was the purchaser of the property, he only had 
it for a few years. He wrote his will, as yeoman of Amwell, on 
October 27, 1764, leaving his property to his wife Elizabeth 
during her lifetime, and then to his only child, “our young 
son Philip,” when he reached the age of 21.4 The will was 
not recorded until April 1766, but the Inventory was taken 
on January 28, 1766, suggesting that Philip Sr. died about 
December 1765 or early January 1766. This only son Philip 
must have been born about 1755-1760.

daniel Pegg was also born about 1730, and married his 
wife Elizabeth in the early 1750s. Their seven children 
were born from 1754 to about 1763. We know Pegg 

was present in Hunterdon County as early as 1747. He was 
listed in the account of Richard Heath of Bethlehem who died 
that year, although the account was not recorded until 1757. 
In 1751 he witnessed the will of William Emley of Kingwood. 
Abraham Bonnell made Emley’s inventory, so it seems as if 
the two might have been acquainted.

In 1762 and 1763, Pegg was licensed to run a tavern at 
the Boars Head. There are also licenses on record for him 
in 1768 and 1770.5 He is likely to have gotten licenses in the 
intervening years that were not recorded or were otherwise 
lost.

One possible explanation for the gap between 1763 and 
1768 is that Daniel Pegg’s wife Elizabeth died sometime 
between those years. The circumstances are not known. But 
by 1771, Daniel Pegg had married a second wife, Catharine 
(maiden name not known). She and Daniel Pegg may have 
had two sons, Nathan, c. 1770 and Jacob c. 1775.

the Boarshead road
In 1766, the year that Philip Bevin Sr. died, the Boarshead 

Road was officially laid out, probably following an already 
well-worn path. It ran due west from Route 579, where the 
tavern was, until it came to the Wickecheoke Creek where it 
turned north until it hit the road running to “Baptist-Town.” 
Here is the description of the route the road was to take:

“Beginning at a Stump standing in the aforesaid Road 
Leading from Kingwood through the great Swamp to 
Trenton, being a corner of Philip Bevins Land thence 
West between the said Bevins former Lott and a Lott of 
Land purchased of John Hawking and Land of Houted 
Rissley {Hanteel Risler} and John Robins” . . . etc.6

The “Road Leading from Kingwood through the great 
Swamp to Trenton” was Route 579, sometimes known as the 
Easton-Trenton Turnpike even though it was never officially 
a turnpike road. Some old records referred to the Boarshead 
Road as the road to Baptistown, which seems to make no 

sense. But the layout of these 18th century roads differed 
from the roads as we know them. Today, the Boarshead Road 
ends at Whiskey Lane, but in the 18th century, there was 
no Whiskey Lane - the part that meets with the Boarshead 
Road and runs north was considered an extension of the 
Boarshead Road, which explains how it could be considered 
a road to Baptistown. The southern part of Whiskey Lane 
was not surveyed until the 1850s. Here is a detail of a map 
drawn in 1828 by Thomas Gordon:

Here is a detail of an 1839 Geological Survey Map of New 
Jersey, again showing the location of the Boars Head Tavern:

Both maps show the Boars Head being on the east side 
of Route 579, directly across from the intersection with 
the Boarshead Road. They also show how Whiskey Lane 
becomes what is now Locktown School Road leading south 
to Locktown. Between 1828 and 1839, a road was built north 
of Boarshead Road, connecting the Baptistown Road with a 
road that led to Flemington. The 1828 Map also shows the 
Wickecheoke running along the path of today’s Plum Brook, 
rather than north to Croton.

(cont’d page 1164)

Detail of ‘A Map of the State of New Jersey with part of the  adjoining States 
Compiled under the Patronage of the Legislature of said State by Thomas 
Gordon’ 1828

1839 USGS Map
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(Tavern cont’d from page 1163)
What is odd is that the road description made no 

mention of Daniel Pegg or of a tavern.
On September 10, 1771, Daniel Pegg and wife Catharine 

of Amwell mortgaged four lots totaling 83 acres to Samuel 
Tucker Esq. of Trenton.7 The first lot of 42 acres bordered the 
great road, land of Abraham Bonnell (now Daniel Pegg’s), 
Joseph Thatcher, and Philip Bevin. I don’t think Pegg bought 
the lot from Samuel Tucker; Tucker was basically a financier 
and investor. What is crucial is that matching the lot as 
drawn from the metes & bounds given in the mortgage with 
the tax map indicates that Daniel Pegg’s property was north 
of the tavern lot, and Philip Bevin was in possession of it.

Shortly after this, Daniel Pegg’s wife Catharine left 
him, apparently for another man. That man was John 
Robins, of the Buchanan’s Tavern area, who also 

owned land on Boarshead Road. Despite this, Daniel Pegg 
carried on; he got licenses to run a tavern in 1774 and 1775.8 
There was another license application for Daniel Pegg that 
has no date but states that the tavern was “in Amwell where 
a Tavern has been kept this twenty years past.”9 If ever there 
was a time to date a document this is it. Since the license had 
to be issued before the death of Daniel Pegg, we can safely 
conclude that the tavern was in operation ever since the late 
1750s.

On May 15, 1778, Pegg’s former wife Catharine married 
John Robins.10 Then, about September 1778, Daniel Pegg 
died intestate. On September 19, 1778, Administration of 
his estate was granted to his son Daniel Pegg Jr. who was 
taxed in Amwell in 1780 and 1786. Previously, in 1779, he 
was taxed in Kingwood Township, and then later, in 1797 he 
was again taxed in Kingwood.

Daniel Pegg died in the middle of the Revolutionary 
War. At that time, all taverns were put to use as places to 
hear the latest news and debate the important happenings 
both with the progress of the war and the acts of the new 
state legislature. Ringoes Tavern was probably the most 
important of these gathering places, but the Boars Head had 
to be a center of activity for those who lived in the Swamp. 
Trouble is, no records survive to tell us what went on there.

We do know that in 1776 Philip Bevin was enlisted in the 
Continental Army and, as his obituary stated, served under 
Gen. Washington at Trenton, Germantown, Princeton, 
Amboy and other places, and was honorably discharged at 
the end of the war. He lived until 1839, when his obituary 
lauded his service in the Revolution, and mentioned that he 
had died at the home of his daughter in Sergeantsville, NJ, 
without stating that daughter’s name.11 So who was running 
the tavern while Philip Bevin was off fighting the British? 
Peter Teeple.

Peter teeple
The daughter of Daniel Pegg Sr. was Sarah Pegg (1754-

1852) who married Peter Teeple about 1775. Where Peter 
Teeple came from I cannot say. Although Teeple is a German 
name, it was not included in the book More Palatine 
Families by H. Z. Jones, nor in Chambers’ Early Germans.

Peter Teeple was listed in the 1780 Amwell tax ratables 
for January, as a householder owning 80 acres, 2 horses, 3 
cattle and one pig, and living with him was one single man 
with horse, identified as Daniel Pegg. This was Sarah’s 
brother Daniel Jr., who was still administering his father’s 
estate, and who probably sold some of his father’s property 
to Peter Teeple. (There is no deed recorded to show such a 
sale.) By June 1780, Daniel Pegg was no longer living with 
the Teeples.

According to Charles Boyer, Peter Teeple took over 
the tavern from Daniel Pegg in 1774, and was the landlord 
there for twelve years. He quotes Teeple’s tavern license 
application for 1783, in which Teeple claimed “he had 
been keeping an inn or house of entertainment for several 
years past at the sign called Boars Head.”12 So it seems that 
Teeple was keeping the tavern in 1780. In 1784 Teeple was 
granted another tavern license for the Boars Head tavern 
in Amwell Township.13 Those who signed his petition were 
Jasper Smith, John Trimmer, William Barnes, John Besson, 
Peter and John Hoppock. (There were many other names I 
had a hard time reading.) Teeple was taxed on a tavern that 
year, along with 85 acres (36 unimproved).14 He got a tavern 
license again in 1785 “where he has kept a house for several 
years past.”15 This is the last year that Peter Teeple got a 
tavern license.

Apparently, Teeple was having trouble paying his 
brother-in-law for the tavern lot. In the October term 1785 
of the Hunterdon Court of Common Pleas, the court ruled 
in Daniel Pegg’s favor regarding a debt owed by Teeple for 
£97.4.0.16

In 1786, Peter Teeple was taxed as a householder with 
80 acres, 31 unimproved, 2 horses, 3 cattle and 1 pig. But 
he was not taxed on a tavern. Daniel Pegg was also taxed in 
Amwell this year, as a single man living with John Trimmer, 
but by 1790 he had moved to Kingwood Township. That was 
the year that the Sheriff was ordered to levy against Teeple’s 
real estate to satisfy Daniel Pegg’s loan of £97 and another 
from Moore Furman for £24. He had already sold off half 
of his property, for in 1790 he was taxed on only 40 acres, 
30 unimproved, with 1 horse, and 2 cattle, but no tavern. 
Under writ of fieri facias, Teeple’s farm of 39 acres was sold 
to Joseph Thatcher of Philadelphia for £128 on November 
5, 1790.17

Here’s a good example of the perils of assuming things. 
I thought this deed was for the tavern lot, but when I 
plotted it out, I discovered it is for land just north of 

the lot, straddling Route 579, and to make matters worse, it 
does not indicate the owner of the tavern lot. There is some 
reason to think it was still in Philip Bevin’s possession, as he 
was shown owning the land just south of the Teeple lot on 
the Delaware Township side of Route 579. Other bordering 
owners were Joseph Thatcher, John Trimmer and John 
Robins. Later records suggest that Bevin retained ownership 
of the tavern lot. Apparently, Peter Teeple, like Daniel Pegg, 
was running a tavern that he did not own.

By 1797, Peter Teeple and wife Sarah were living in 
Kingwood Township where they were taxed. He lived a long  
     (cont’d page 1167)
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give a gift of History
Give a gift with real meaning this holiday season - give a book about local history! We’re selling several new titles at bargain prices. Several 
items were donated by the Hunterdon County Democrat weekly newspaper. Stop by our library to pick up your copy! For mail orders: Include 
$5 for the first book and $1 for each additional book (unless otherwise specified); maps and posters add $10 shipping  for up to 4 items. 
For out-of-country orders contact the society for shipping charges. *For these items if 2 or more are mailed in one tube, shipping is still $10.

Address on the Dissolution of Nations
William Paterson (HCHS 1997). Essay on political science written 
about 1770 by a future Governor of NJ and US Supreme Court 
Justice. 25 pp., soft cover.  $1

Atlas of Hunterdon
Beers, Comstock and Cline (1873, reprinted by HCHS 1987). 
Contains maps of 14 townships and 32 towns. 77 pp., 13”x16”, 
hard cover. $40

Baptists in Kingwood, NJ
Stephen Zdepski (1974). A History of the Kingwood Baptist 
Church at Baptistown and Locktown and the present Baptistown 
Baptist Church. 37 pp., illus., soft cover. $5

Beneath These Waters
Stephanie Stevens (2009). Chronicles the colorful history of 
Round Valley from its geological formation and Lenape habitat to 
summer refuge for early Revolutionary Patriots, rich fields farmed 
by some of Hunterdon’s oldest families, and the reservoir that 
took the land for drinking water and recreation. 70 pp., illus., 
maps, index, soft cover. $7

The Centre Bridge
Elmer Roberson (1928). History of the Centre Bridge Company 
and the covered bridge over the Delaware River that burned in 
1923. 10 pp., soft cover. $3

The Choyce Compendium
Betty Choyce Sheehan (2006). The Choyces were part of an 
English migration to Flemington in 1785, along with the Capners, 
Peter Haward, Isaac Passand, and others. 907 pp., index, illus., 
family charts, hard cover. $85 plus $10 for shipping*.

Ye Colonial Kinsmen From Plymouth Rocke to York Towne
Joseph N. Kearney, 1978. Genealogical study documenting about 
200 immigrants of Plymouth, MA and New Amsterdam (present 
day NYC) and tracing their families through 6 generations. 
Over 3000 names. 8 24”x36” charts. $30 non-members, $20 
members. Plus $10 for shipping*.

Facts and Fantasies of Franklin Township
J. Edward Stout (1995). Traces Franklin Township’s geographic, 
political and social roots over the 150 years from 1845-1995 
when the rural community moved from “the combine to the 
commuter.” The author’s account of The Peak in Franklin speaks 
to the fantasies of the title, offering history with a sense of humor. 
448 pp., index, illus., maps, soft cover. $20

Flemington, NJ Map
O.H. Bailey and Co. Reprint of 1883 bird’s-eye view map of 
Flemington. Approx.  20”x25”. $10 plus $10 for shipping*.

The Flemington Fair Story
Kenneth V. Myers (1978). 95 pp., illus., soft cover. $5

Flemington Fair Poster
Russell & Morgan Printing Co. Reprint of 1885 Hunterdon County 

Fair poster. Approx. 24”x33”. $30 plus $10 for shipping*.

Flemington Fire Department 140th Anniversary
140th Anniversary Parade Committee (1982). Includes the 
early history of the department, list of chiefs, photos of men and 
equipment from 1842 to 1982. 118 pp., illus., soft cover. $5

The Ghosts of Hopewell
Jim Fisher (2006). The professor’s back! In his second review of the 
Lindbergh kidnapping, he examines many of the wild new claims 
about whodunit, how, and why. 200 pp., illus., hard cover. $20 

History of Hunterdon and Somerset Counties, NJ
James P. Snell (1881, reprinted by HCHS 2008). The standard 
classic county history.  2 vols., 864 pp., illus., maps, hard cover. 
$89.50 non-members, $85 members. Plus $10 for shipping.*

Hunterdon County, NJ Map
Lloyd Van Derveer & S.C. Cornell. Reprint of 1851 map. Approx. 
24”x31”. $25 plus $10 for shipping*.

Hunterdon County in the Civil War
John W. Kuhl (2013). The times, the men, their stories. Rosters and 
unit histories of 2,700 Hunterdon County men who served in the 
Civil War. 260 pp., 170 illus., index, soft cover, spiral bound. $15

Hunterdon County New Jersey Fisheries 1819-1820
Phyllis B. D’Autrechy (1993). Historical background on shad fishing 
and the names and locations of fisheries in the county. 44 pp., 
index, illus., maps, soft cover. $7.50

Hunterdon County New Jersey Militia, 1792
Hiram E. Deats (1936, reprinted by HCHS 1994). Alphabetical 
listings by township of “free and able-bodied white male citizens” 
between 18 and 45 yrs. 37 pp., soft cover. $12

Hunterdon County’s Forgotten Lime Industry
Frank A. Curcio (2006). Winner of the NJ Author’s Award. History of 
the lime kiln industry in Hunterdon, including background on the 
process of quarrying, the uses of lime and the major sites of mining 
in the county. 132 pp., illus., maps, soft cover. $5

Hunterdon Gazette Weekly Newspaper
Digital photographic images of the Gazette newspaper pages as 
well as typed and formatted text of the newspaper items containing 
people’s names and events of Hunterdon County, with an overall 
name and key word index. Covers 1825-1866. DVD format works 
on both PCs and Macs. Also contains text of book Hunterdon Place 
Names. $25 non-members, $20 members and includes shipping.

Hunterdon’s Role in the Revolution
Hunterdon County Democrat (1976). This large format booklet 
describes scores of brave local men and women who fought to 
found a free nation. Many rare old illustrations. 88 pp., illus., 
maps, soft cover. $3

I Remember
Gloria Sipes Paleveda (1997). What if Tom Sawyer had been a 
girl? A Frenchtown matron tells 14 more tales of life along the 
Delaware early in the 20th century. 78 pp., illus. $8
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In Defence of Her Honor
Dennis Sullivan (2000) – The New York press went wild in 1886 
at the lurid rape and murder of Tillie Smith. An innocent man was 
set to hang. This real-life mystery occurred in Hackettstown, on 
the Centenary College campus. 169 pp., illus., soft cover. $10 
non-members, $8 members.

In the Grip of the Expert
Egbert T. Bush (1904). Novel by noted Hunterdon Co. newspaper 
writer. 277 pp., hard cover. $7 non-members, $5 members.

The Jerseyman: A Quarterly Magazine of Local History
Hiram E. Deats, ed. (1893-1905). Local history and genealogy, 
primarily of Hunterdon County. Vols. 2-11, 376+ unbound pages, 
with added table of contents compiled by Roxanne K. Carkhuff. 
Some early issues may be supplied through photocopies. $100

Lindbergh Kidnapping
Lost for 65 years! Found in a NJ barn! Original cartoon drama 
traces the “The Crime of the Century.” Fully colorized computer-
repaired panels with footnotes. 36 pp., soft cover. $5 non-
members, $4 members.

Lindbergh Newspapers
Time travel in a box! This set of 11 reprinted local newspapers 
covers the “Trial of the Century.” Rare photos. Depression-era ads 
are priceless! Great gift for students, history buffs, senior citizens 
and legal eagles. $25 non-members, $20 members.

Marriage Records of Hunterdon Co, NJ, 1795-1875
Hiram E. Deats (1918, reprinted with additions and corrections, 
1986)  348 pp., hard cover. $25

More Records of Old Hunterdon County, Volume I
Compiled by Phyllis B. D’Autrechy (HCHS 1998). Includes division 
of lands 1795-1876; Orphans Court Minutes 1785-1797; 
Naturalizations 1803-1876; and much more. 276 pp., index, illus., 
maps, hard cover. $25

More Records of Old Hunterdon County, Volume II
Compiled by Phyllis B. D’Autrechy, edited by Roxanne K. Carkhuff 
(HCHS 2000). Includes abstracts of wills; letters of administration 
and inventories, 1818-1825; bastardy cases, 1761-1890; and 
more. 331 pp., index, maps, hard cover. $25

New Jersey’s Lindbergh Kidnapping and Trial
Mark W. Falzini & James Davidson (2012). Documents the 
kidnapping and murder of Charles Lindbergh Jr. and the arrest, 
trial and execution of Bruno Richard Hauptmann through vintage 
photographs. 127 pp., soft cover. $16

Old Stones at Oak Summit
Kenneth V. Myers (1985). Kingwood Presbyterian Church at Oak 
Summit, Kingwood Township. 20 pp., index, soft cover. $3

A Precious Place
By Don Freiday (1997) – A local naturalist spins his favorite tales. 
An engaging flock of stories, whether you’re home by the hearth 
or out on the trail. 161 pp., illus., soft cover. $10 non-members, 
$8 members.

Raritan Township, NJ Map
J.C. Sidney. Reprint of 1850 map. Approx. 24”x33”. $25 plus $10 
for shipping*.

Records of the Kingwood Monthly Meeting of Friends
James W. Moore (1900). 42 pp., soft cover. $12.50 non-

members, $10 members.

The Ride to Pleasant Grove
Sal Vuocolo (1999)  – A modern couple, repairing their Lebanon 
Township home, Hance Farm, follow clues to find the early-1800s 
family that worked this same land.  160 pp., illus., soft cover. $8 
non-members, $6 members.

A Sampling of Hunterdon County Needlework
Dan & Marty Campanelli (2013). Features 74 examples of the 
artistry made by the young ladies of Hunterdon. The samplers 
date from 1798-1840s, and come from all over the county, 
including the lower portion that is now part of Mercer County. 132 
pp., large-format, full-color, soft cover. $25 plus $7 shipping.

Treacherous Beauty
Mark Jacob and Stephen H. Case (2012). The first biography 
of Peggy Shippen, beautiful society girl, Benedict Arnold’s wife, 
and traitor to the American Revolution. Peggy Shippen lived near 
Flemington for a brief period during the Revolution prior to her 
marriage. 279 pp., hard cover. $20

The Trial
Jen Bryant (2004). A suspenseful novel in poems for young 
readers tells the story of the Lindbergh kidnapping and the trial of 
Bruno Hauptmann through the eyes of 12-yr-old Katie Leigh Flynn 
as she attended the trial as assistant to her reporter uncle. 170 
pp., soft cover. $6

The Trial of the Century
Harry Kazman, Famous Trials Theater (2010). Video recording 
of the final showing of the two-hour drama that recounts the 
1935 trial of Bruno Hauptmann who was charged in the 1932 
disappearance of the Lindbergh baby. Filmed in the historic 
county courthouse, site of the actual trial. $25

When Leaves Grow Old and Other Poems
Egbert T. Bush (1916). 32 pp., hard cover. $6 non-members, $4 
members.

The Vought Family, Loyalists in the American Revolution
Donald E. Sherblom (2009). Explores the background of the 
historic Vought House in Clinton Twp. that contains rare plaster 
ceilings and was saved at the last moment from demolition. 
Also delves into the prominent family that built it, planned raids 
against neighbors and plotted disruptions of Revolutionary 
activities. 63 pp., illus, maps, soft cover. $5

SMALL PAMPHLETS - Postage Only $1 Per Item

General Washington at Coryell’s Ferry
Hannah Coryell Anderson (1928, reprinted 1969). 24 pp., illus. 
$2.50 non-members, $2 members.

Historical and Genealogical Sketch of James Sterling
Edward Boker Sterling (1893). Hunterdon Historical Series, no. 3. 
27 pp., illus., soft cover. $2.50 non-members, $2 members.

History of the Readington School, Formerly Called Holland Brook, 1804-1897
John Fleming (1898). Hunterdon Historical Series, no. 4. 15 pp., 
soft cover. $2.50 non-members, $2 members.

Tucca-Ramma-Hacking
E. Vosseller (1901). Hunterdon Historical Series,  no. 5. Tales and 
traditions from the area where the branches of the Raritan River 
meet. 21 pp., soft cover. $2.50 non-members, $2 members.



Spring/Fall 2013 Hunterdon Historical Newsletter 1167

(tavern cont’d from page 1164)    
life, dying on November 29, 1834, age 85. Wife Sarah outdid 
him; she died on April 14, 1852, age 98. They were both 
buried in the Nixon-Craven Cemetery in Franklin Township.

William Jones
Peter Teeple’s indebtedness seems to have brought an 

end to his tavernkeeping. In 1786, William Jones applied for 
a tavern license. The application read:

“Whereas he [William Jones] hath hired the late Tavern 
& dwelling House of Peter Teeple in the Township of 
Amwell, called and known by the name of the Boars 
head, which has been kept as a Tavern for a great 
number of years past.”18

Note the expression “hired the late Tavern.” That seems 
to settle the matter, that tavern keepers were not tavern 
owners in this case. It’s quite possible that William Jones 
was the son of the famous Revolutionary War tavern keeper 
Thomas Jones (c.1730-1801) of Lebanon Twp. (Clinton). But 
I have no good information about him. William Jones was 
not listed in the Amwell tax ratables for either 1786 or 1790.

Back to Philip Bevin
Philip Bevin probably started a family after he returned 

from the war, but so far, I do not know the name of his wife, 
and as mentioned before, his daughter’s name is not known.19

Bevin was still at this location in 1786 when Amwell 
Township made plans for maintenance of “the Road 
beginning at the end of Bevin’s land and Running towards 
George Wert to the Kingwood line.”20 This was the basic route 
of the Boarshead Road, with Philip Bevin living at its eastern 
end, which is where the tavern lot was located, and George 
Wert living on what is now Whiskey Lane. “Phillip Bivin” 
was listed in the 1786 tax ratables for Amwell Township as 
a householder with 64 acres and 30 acres unimproved, 2 
horses, 2 cattle, valued at £23.9.0. He was not taxed on a 
tavern. Daniel Pegg Jr. was listed as a single man living with 
John Trimmer.

Judging from his appearances in other people’s estate 
records, Philip Bevin remained in Amwell for the most part, 
although there is reason to think he moved to Philadelphia 
for a while. In 1794 he advertised his property for rent for a 
period of 4 years.

“Philip Beaven [sic] will rent a plantation containing 50 
acres, with a dwelling house and kitchen adjoining, and 
two orchards, situate in Amwell Township, Hunterdon 
County, in the forks of the main road that leads to 
Quaker-Town and Baptist-Town, about 5 miles from 
each and the same from Flemington. For terms, apply 
to the subscriber, living thereon. Amwell, February 10, 
1794.”21

This location, “at the forks of the main road to 
Quakertown and Baptistown,” is intriguing, as there is no 
such place today. The main road could have been Route 
579. And Boarshead Road, as it was originally configured, 

was known as the road to Baptistown, which means the 
intersection of Route 579 and Boarshead Road could have 
been this “forks.” Too bad the notice made no mention of a 
tavern.

Eventually, Bevin’s property was sold to George 
Holcombe, who went bankrupt, and whose assignees sold it 
to Jeremiah King. In King’s will of August 27, 1821, he left 
to his daughter Sarah King Pyatt, the Bevin lot purchased 
from the assignees of George Holcomb. He also left Sarah 
and husband Dr. James Pyatt “a lot whereon they now live 
commonly called the Boar’s Head Tavern.” Before we jump 
to conclusions, however, it should be remembered that Dr. 
Pyatt lived further north from the old Boars Head Tavern, 
and that his tavern was known as “The Upper Boarshead,” to 
distinguish it from the original.

So, it looks as if Philip Bevin owned the Boars Head 
Tavern in the later years of the 18thcentury, and acted 
as landlord to Daniel Pegg, Peter Teeple and William 

Jones. And I am fairly certain that the property eventually 
came into possession of Joseph Thatcher, who already 
owned a large amount of land just east of the tavern lot. Too 
bad I don’t have a deed to prove it.

On August 1, 1795, Philip Bevin gave a mortgage to 
George Holcombe. I really had my hopes up about this, but 
it turned out to be a lot of 24 acres on the west side of Route 
579, so it could not be for the tavern lot.22

Even more disappointing were a set of deeds relating to 
a lot of 35.5 acres which had originally been sold by agents 
of Thomas and Richard Penn to Philip Bevin in 1756. Philip 
Bevin Jr. sold woodlots out of it from 1807 to 1812, but as it 
turned out, even though it was on the Raritan Twp. side of 
Route 579, this lot was well north of Croton, and once again, 
could not be the tavern lot.23

There are more tavern keepers to discuss: Nathaniel 
Thatcher, Andrew Heath, Francis Besson, John Sine, James 
Larew, and others. I hope to give them their due, in due time, 
but there are other stories to write that are demanding my 
attention. (Stories tend to do that.)

PoStSCriPt: a Wild gooSe CHaSe

Philip Bevins and Philip Bowers
For a time I thought I had gotten into trouble. It appeared 
that there might have been two Philip Bevins in Amwell at 
the same time. One of them came of age in time to fight in 
the Revolution and died in 1839. But there might have been 
another Philip Bevin who died in 1800. Regrettably he did 
not write a will, but his property was divided among his 
heirs in 1805. It took me a long time to find this because 
his name was Bowers, not Bevin. Could it really have been 
Bevin? There is no one else named Bowers with an estate 
in Hunterdon County in the NJA Index of Estates for 
Hunterdon County, and it is very easy to misread Bevins 
as Bowers in the old handwriting. On October 29, 1800, 
Administration of his estate was given to Catharine Bower 
and John Bower. Securites or fellowbondsmen were
                                                 (cont’d page 1170) 
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After six years 
as the Executive Ad-
ministrator of the 
Society, Terry Mc-
Nealy is retiring on 
October 31.  During 
those years, some 
under the stress of 
renovation in one 
space or another, he 
earned the respect of 
all – from research-
ers just passing 
through to members 
who worked with 
him frequently. He 
is especially appreci-
ated for his friendli-
ness to patrons and 
for the professional 
library indices he 
created. We are bet-
ter off for having known him and wish him pleasure in his 
retirement.

In saying good-
bye to Terry, we wel-
come Linda Hahola 
who will be our new 
Executive Director 
(a new title). Linda, 
an Alexandria Town-
ship resident, earned 
a Masters degree in 
Library and Informa-
tion Science from the 
University of Wis-
consin. Her B.A. de-
gree is in psychology 
/child development 
from Douglass Col-
lege, Rutgers Univer-
sity. Since 2010, she 
has served as a pro-
cessing archivist for 
the Society and since 
2012, an assistant 

processing archivist at the New Jersey State Archives.  Other 
experience includes working with rare books, organizing ar-
chives, conducting training workshops, creating policies and 
procedures, and establishing outreach for organizations. She 
is skilled in computer software used by the Society, and is 
studying the effective use of social media tools to help pro-
mote programs. We look forward to a long and productive 
relationship with Linda.

Terry McNealy

Linda Hahola

A Message from President Charles Fisher

FArEWELL And HELLO to the rescue!
Hurricane Sandy hurled the rooster weathervane 
donated by Margery and Harold VanFleet in 2009 off 
the roof of the Archive Building at 67 River Road in 
Raritan Township. The rooster was unharmed, but the 
west directional bar was broken and the connecting rod 
damaged. It took a while for Building and Grounds Chair 
Howard Thomas to get parts, but on September 11, the 
Raritan Fire Company drove its 100-foot tower ladder 
truck #21 over to put the weathervane back. In the top 
photo, Howard holds the rooster while talking to Dick 
Stothoff. In the bottom photo, that’s Doug Day, Assistant 
RFC Chief, in the bucket attempting to replace the rooster 
when he discovered the damage to the connecting rod. 
After Howard gets some repairs made, Asst. Chief Day, 
and Firefighter Engineers Joe Lostumbo and Warren 
Patterson will be back to complete the job, much to the 
Society’s appreciation.  Photo credit: George Trogler
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(tavern cont’d from page 1167)
James Grigg, Jonathan Higgins Sr. and Wood Barcroft, all of 
Hunterdon County.

This Philip Bowers/Bevins division was abstracted by 
Phyllis D’Autrechy in her book More Records of Hunterdon 
County.24 It was only by scanning through her chapter 
on divisions that I stumbled on this estate. I never would 
have found it by visiting the Surrogate’s office and looking 
through the book of Divisions because it wasn’t recorded 
there. Phyllis found it in the Dockets. Today it is very hard 
to view the old estate dockets for Hunterdon. They are on 
microfilm but the tapes and reader are not the usual sort, and 
the reader is no longer working. So it is necessary to match 
the tape number with a number in the Hunterdon Archives. 
For this, you will definitely need help from Surrogate Susan 
Hoffman. If something happens to her, I fear the ability to 
connect the two numbers will be lost.

In any case, the docket states that the Bevin property 
began on the southwest side of the road leading from 
John Buchanan’s tavern towards Trenton (Route 579) and 
bounded by John Jewell, William Risler, Joseph Lequear, 
Henry Moore and William Merrill. I did some searching in 
my notes for these names, and have come to the conclusion 
that this property was not near the Boars Head tavern, but 
was probably somewhere south of Buchanan’s Tavern.

the Division listed the heirs of Philip Bowers:  widow 
Catharine Sr., children Mary Swallow, wife of Nicholas; 
John Bowers; Anna Pegg; Henry Bowers; Catharine 

Bowers Jr.; Elizabeth Bowers; Nicholas Bowers; Sarah 
Bowers; Amy Bowers; and William Bowers, some of whom 
are minors. Mrs. D’Autrechy wrote that the surveyor was 
probably John Lequear, but she did not indicate that there 
was a map. The fact that Bowers/Bevin’s daughter Anna had 
married into the Pegg family was certainly suggestive, but 
I have no record of a Pegg married to an Anna Bowers or 
Bevin. The records for this period leave a lot to be desired.

As it turned out, my answer was hiding in the Amwell 
tax ratables. Only one Philip Bevin was taxed in Amwell 
Township in January and June 1780 as a householder living 
on 45 acres. But there was also a Philip Bower who was taxed 
in January 1780, as a householder with 23 acres. In June 
1780 he was taxed on the 23 acres, 1 horse, 1 cow, and two 
stills. A Nicholas Bower was also taxed that year.

In 1786, Nicholas Bower was taxed in Amwell as a 
householder, no acreage, with 5 houses and lots, plus 1 horse 
and 2 cows, while Philip Bower was taxed as a householder 
with 23 acres and 40 unimproved acres, 1 horse and 2 cows, 
and two stills. In 1790, Nicholas Bower was taxed on 6 house 
lots and one cow. Philip Bower was taxed on 24 acres and 44 
acres, plus 2 horses and 3 cattle.

What the relationship between Philip and Nicholas 
Bower was, I cannot say, but I am convinced now that there 
really was a Philip Bower and that he definitely was not 
Philip Bevin.

1. It was later published in the Hunterdon Republican on June 20, 1896.
2. Old Inns and Taverns, Camden Co. Historical Society, 1962, pp. 230-

231.
3. Old Inns, p. 231.
4. NJA 643J.
5. NJ State Archives, Tavern Licenses, Vol. 2 p. 259-62.
6. Hunterdon Co. Road Book 1 p. 40.
7. H.C. Mortgage 1-157. Neither Daniel Pegg nor Phillip Bevin were 

listed in “Colonial Conveyances,” the index to New Jersey’s earliest 
deeds.

8. N. J. State Archives, Tavern Licenses, Vol. 3, pp. 262-264.
9. N. J. State Archives, Tavern Licenses.
10. I discussed Catharine Pegg Robins in Two Taverns at Robins Hill.
11. There are two women named Bevin whose marriages were listed 

in the Hunterdon marriage records, Elizabeth who married John 
Douglass in 1804 and Catharine, who married John Carhart in 1808. 
Neither of these names appears in the 1840 census for Delaware 
Township, so I presume there was another daughter living there. 
There was no wedding notice in the Hunterdon Gazette, but that is 
not surprising since it did not begin publishing until 1825. There was 
nothing helpful in the marriage records published in NJArchives.

12. Charles Boyer, Old Inns & Taverns, p. 231; State Archives, Tavern 
Licenses, Vol. 3 p. 343.

13. State Archives. (I neglected to note which box and folder this license 
was filed in.)

14. Amwell ratables, 1784.
15. State Archives, Tavern Licenses, Vol. 3, p. 344.
16. This suit was mentioned in deed book 15 page 412, for the lot just 

north of the Boars Head.
17. Hunterdon Co. Deeds 15-412, 415.
18. NJ State Archives vol. 2, p. 212; Boyer, p. 231.
19. There is no Bevin file at the HCHS, and Ancestry.com was no help 

either.
20. Amwell Minutes, May 17, 1786.
21. The New Jersey Gazette, cited in Notices from New Jersey Newspapers 

1791-1795, by Thomas B. Wilson and Dorothy A. Stratford, p. 343.
22. H. C. Mortgages, Book 2 p. 156.
23. Deeds 14-229, 15-100, -101, -102. Deed 20-300, dated 1812, showed 

that Philip Bevin was living in Philadelphia. Wife Elizabeth was not 
named in the deed, so Bevin may have been a widower at this time.

24. From D’Autrechy, More Records, vol. 1, p. 11, found in Docket #0766 
1/2.

A NEW CAPTAIN AT THE HELM
After serving as President of the Board 
of Trustees since 1994, 48-year member 
richard Stothoff relinquished the helm to 
Vice President Charles Fisher, who joined the 
Society in 2005. Both are Flemington natives. 
dick heads the Samuel Stothoff Water 
Company; Charles is owner of Holcombe-
Fisher Funeral Home. dick, who has served 
as the raritan Township Historian since 
1976, remains on the board. In honor of his 
many contributions to the Society, two rooms 
displaying documents and artifacts in the 
doric House Museum are named the richard 
H. Stothoff Galleries.
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FROM THE DESK OF DONALD CORNELIUS, HCHS MANUSCRIPT CURATOR

another summer has turned 
into autumn here at the HCHS 
archives, and the archival 

volunteer team has been hard at work 
arranging and describing quite a few 
collections of manuscript material. 
Projects currently in progress include 
the papers of Ken Myers and Ed Stout, 
long time Hunterdon County residents 
and officers in the Society who amassed 
a wealth of local historical material 
that will draw interest when they are 
completed and released. Also in the 
works are smaller collections of papers 
from the Cole, Britton, and Hanover 
families. The organizational papers 
of the Patriotic Sons of Founders of 
America are being arranged, as well 
as the papers of Stephen Zdepski who 
wrote the Baptists of Kingwood volume 
that is used for research by many 
historians. And also nearing completion 
is a small but very interesting set of 
papers from Charles Snyder, one of the 
jurors in the famous Hauptman trial.

Several notable collections have 
been released since our last newsletter. 
One of these is the Hilda Kohl Papers, 
Collection No. 130. This collection, 
processed by Archival Volunteer 
Shoshana Nimaroff, includes a nice 
set of images of the Klinesville School 
and its students, a scrapbook, and 
Hunterdon County related ephemera. 
Another interesting collection is 
the second of two series concerning 
Hunterdon County Clockmakers. 
This is the John Schenk Papers II, 
Collection No. 123. This collection, 
processed by Archival Volunteer Erin 
Brennan, contains miscellaneous 
personal papers and notes relating to 
Mr. Schenk’s research and lectures 
on Hunterdon County makers of tall 
case clocks. It also contains a carousel 
of slides used in the lecture as well as 
photographic prints of the slides and 
other materials used in the lecture. 
The collection would be helpful to 
anyone interested in tall case clocks 
and Hunterdon County’s role in their 
history.

A sizable collection that illuminates 
the more immediate history of the 
county is the Edwin K. Large Papers, 

Collection No. 92. This collection, 
processed by Archival Volunteer John 
Matsen, is comprised of case files of 
attorney Edwin K. Large from 1950 to 
1985. Edwin K. Large was a scion of the 
prominent Large family of Flemington. 
He was the grandson of the locally 
famous George H. Large, and the 
nephew of George K. Large. Although 
born and raised in Georgia, he came to 
Flemington in the 1930s and spent most 
of the rest of his life practicing law in 
Hunterdon County. Specifically, these 
cases represent his work as Hunterdon 
County Counsel. Most of the files 
deal with acquisition of real estate for 
county roads or county buildings, while 
some deal with county contracts and 
some are of a miscellaneous nature. 
These case files are important pieces 
of Hunterdon County history that 
illustrate typical legal actions during 
the stated time period as well as provide 
examples of county land, building, and 
infrastructure acquisition.

Manuscript collections are not 
the only projects in progress. Other 
members of our volunteer team 
are hard at work on projects that 
will increase access to some of our 
already processed collections. Debbie 

Goodsite, a new volunteer, is cataloging 
our photograph and postcard 
collections. This will eventually 
produce indices that will make these 
collections easier to research. The 
inventories of some of older and more 
heavily used manuscripts are being 
digitized and posted to our website. 
Our student intern, Autumn Dilley, is 
working on a project that will be a first 
for us here at HCHS: a fully digitized 
version of the HCHS Papers II, which 
will be available on our website when 
completed. An interesting set of aerial 
photographs of the county from the 
1950s and 60s has been arranged by 
Archival Volunteer Dan Leechan and is 
nearing release as well.

As you can see, the HCHS 
archives team is a dedicated group of 
individuals who volunteer their time to 
increase the availability of historically 
important manuscripts, volumes, 
photographs, and other items. They are 
an action-oriented group who embody 
the goals of our Society’s mission: to 
collect, preserve, and share the history 
of our county with current and future 
generations. Of course, the group 
monthly wine and cheese party might 
have something to do with it too!

Klinesville School and students, 1909. Collection No. 130, Hilda Kohl Papers. Px6785.
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Images from the Past

Hunterdon County
Historical Society
114 Main Street
Flemington, NJ
08822

The Mt. Airy Dairy 4-H Club 
will be celebrating their 90th 
year of existence in November 
of 2013. This club, a Hunterdon 
County institution, was 
founded in 1923 and is the 
oldest active 4-H club in New 
Jersey and may be the second 
oldest in the United States.

Caption on photo states: ‘J. Preston Quick, Willetts Case in 1938 Better Milking Contest at Tri-County 
Show.’ Hunterdon County Historical Society, unprocessed collection of organizational records of the 
Mt. Airy 4-H Dairy Club.


