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Title: Robert B. Crane Farm Papers
Extent of the unit of description: 4 boxes; 1.75 linear feet

Scope & Content / Abstract:

This collection is composed of materials used by the donor, Lois Williams, in her research for her (published) book about the Crane
Family of Hunterdon County. Materials include notebooks, diaries, farm journals, account books, day books, and other financial
information. This collection details the operation of the Robert C. Crane family farm in Pittstown, New Jersey, from 1930 to 1942 and
beyond.

Context:

Name of Creator: Lois Williams

Administrative / Biographical history: Robert B. Crane (1905-1942) was a farmer in Pittstown, NJ. Upon his untimely death in 1942, he
was referred to as "an outstanding young farmer" by his peers. His farm was "considered one of the most productive in Hunterdon
County." He was actively engaged in progressive farm practices and regularly participated in County and State Agricultural programs and
experimental trials.

In addition to his farming, Mr. Crane was an engaged citizen: he served on the County Board of Agriculture, the Auction Market
Association Board, the Franklin Township Board of Education, the County Library Board, Oak Grove Grange, and was a member of the
Quakertown Methodist Church.

Upon his death, farm operations were taken over by his widow, Almena Crane, who continued to operate the farm for twenty years,
eventually selling the property in 1972.

Structure:
System of Arrangement: Subject, chronological
Disposition: Disposition date:

Conditions of Access & Use:

Access conditions: Manuscript collections may only be viewed at the Hiram E. Deats Memorial Library. The Hiram E. Deats Memorial
Library, the Library and Archives of the Hunterdon County Historical Society, is open for business every Thursday (except for major
holidays), 12 Noon to 4 PM, and the second and fourth Saturday of each month, from 10 AM to 4 PM. Appointments for research
purposes may also be pre-arranged with the Society’s Executive Director. The retrieval and use of manuscripts, microfilm, and other
library materials ends 15 minutes prior to closing time of each open business day.

Copyright and Conditions governing reproduction: Statement on Copyright and Fair Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of
copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair
use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

Publication and Use

Please note that all reference reproductions are for personal/study use only. The possession of a reproduction of HCHS collection materials
and the payment of associated reproduction service fees, does not constitute or imply permission to publish or exhibit. It is necessary for
researchers to obtain separate, written permission for the publication or exhibition of all material held in the HCHS collections. All
licenses are for one use only and each additional instance of use must be separately requested in writing. Usage rights fees, above and
beyond reproduction costs, may apply and vary depending on whether a reproduction is for an individual, non-profit, or commercial
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institution and how it will be used (personal research, publication, exhibition, etc.). All reproductions must credit the Hunterdon County
Historical Society as the source of the image or document.

Language of material: English

Finding Aids:

In vertical file

Allied Materials:

Location of originals: Vault 1
Related units of description in this repository: Williams, Lois Crane and Donald Crane. "Modern Agriculture of the 1930s Robert B.
Crane 1930 to 1942 Potato Grower and Poultryman on an Historic Franklin Township Farm.” Williams: Self Published, Flemington, NJ,

2011.
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