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Identity Statement:
Title:   Minutes of the Central New Jersey Baptist Association
Extent of the unit of description:   1 box; .5 linear feet

Context:
Dates of accumulation:   1858-1922
Administrative / Biographical history:   The Central New Jersey Baptist Association was formed by incorporation in the State of New
Jersey in 1869, although it had begun meeting even before that, in 1838.  The organization was comprised of churches from Hunterdon,
Warren, Middlesex, and Northern Mercer Counties.  Each church sent a number of delegates, including the pastoral representative, to an
annual convention on the Wednesday of the last full in September of each year.  

At this convention, the churches presented their letters, statistics, information on their religious state, names of delegates, and the monies
for the functions of the Association.  The Association was not meant to be an ecclestiastical disciplinary board, it was meant as an
association in which the member churches couold pool monies for the funding of various ministries and supplies, and as a place by which
the othodoxy of practice of member churches could be observed.  

Typically, the meeting published the minutes of its conventions in sections including rules, constitution and by-laws, officers, staff, and
that of member churches, agendas, minutes, committee reports, letters, notices, and death notices, a historical sketch of a member church,
and statistical reports from the various churches.

Scope & Content / Abstract:
This Collection is comprised of the published minutes of the annual conference of the Central New Jersey Baptist Association from
1873-1922.  The minutes typically include such items as the constitution and by-laws, agenda, minutes of the convention, committee
reports, digests of church letters, lists of deaths in memoriam, lists of member churches, and statistical reports for charitable ministries and
sunday schools.  This collection would interest those researching Baptist Churches in Central New Jersey, Baptist Church History, and
Church reports, including Baptist churches in Hunterdon County, NJ.

Structure:
System of Arrangement:   Chronological

Conditions of Access & Use:
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Access conditions:   Manuscript collections may only be viewed at the Hiram E. Deats Memorial Library.  The Hiram E. Deats Memorial
Library, the Library and Archives of the Hunterdon County Historical Society, is open for business every Thursday (except for major
holidays), 10 AM to 4 PM, and the second and fourth Saturday of each month, from 10 AM to 4 PM. Appointments for research purposes
may also be pre-arranged with the Society’s Executive Director. The retrieval and use of manuscripts, microfilm, and other library
materials ends 15 minutes prior to closing time of each open business day.
Copyright and Conditions governing reproduction:   Statement on Copyright and Fair Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of
copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair
use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

Publication and Use

Please note that all reference reproductions are for personal/study use only. The possession of a reproduction of HCHS collection materials
and the payment of associated reproduction service fees, does not constitute or imply permission to publish or exhibit. It is necessary for
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researchers to obtain separate, written permission for the publication or exhibition of all material held in the HCHS collections. All
licenses are for one use only and each additional instance of use must be separately requested in writing. Usage rights fees, above and
beyond reproduction costs, may apply and vary depending on whether a reproduction is for an individual, non-profit, or commercial
institution and how it will be used (personal research, publication, exhibition, etc.). All reproductions must credit the Hunterdon County
Historical Society as the source of the image or document.

Allied Materials:
Location of originals:   Archives Building, Room A, Wall 2, Section 2

Language of material:   English
Finding Aids:   In vertical file
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