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Identity Statement:
Title:   Peter Haward Letters
Extent of the unit of description:   1 box; .5 linear feet

Context:
Name of Creator:   Peter Haward
Administrative / Biographical history:   Peter Haward was born in a village near Leicester, England in 1775 and later emigrated to the
United States. He settled in Flemington, New Jersey in 1796 where he would go onto become a prominent member of the community.
Around 1820 he was appointed the Librarian of the Flemington Library Company and was responsible for the 406 books in the collection.   

Additionally, Peter Haward was well traveled, having made trips to Philadelphia, Kentucky, upstate New York, and England, where he
visited family. His letters show a strong interest in politics, while his ledgers and day book give insight into his entrepreneurial spirit. His
writings detail major events beginning with George Washington's passing until the arrival of the telegraph line in Flemington. Peter
Haward died in 1858.

Scope & Content / Abstract:
This collection mostly consists of 34 pieces of correspondence from Peter Haward, a Hunterdon County resident, to his family and friends
in England, ca. 1800-1854. In these letters he discusses recent family updates and shows an interest in sharing the latest American political
news, often providing quotes from presidential speeches. 

Additional documents include Peter Haward's ledger, day book, notes on the construction of a school house and an agricultural
memorandum. This collection is important because it provides valuable insights into 19th Century American politics as well as life in
Flemington, where Peter Haward resided until 1858.

Structure:
System of Arrangement:   Chronological

Conditions of Access & Use:
Access conditions:   Manuscript collections may only be viewed at the Hiram E. Deats Memorial Library.  The Hiram E. Deats Memorial
Library, the Library and Archives of the Hunterdon County Historical Society, is open for business every Thursday (except for major
holidays), 10 AM to 4 PM, along with the fourth Saturday of each month, from 10 AM to 4 PM. Appointments for research purposes may
also be pre-arranged with the Society’s Executive Director. The retrieval and use of manuscripts, microfilm, and other library materials
ends 15 minutes prior to closing time of each open business day.
Copyright and Conditions governing reproduction:   Statement on Copyright and Fair Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of
copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair
use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

Publication and Use

Please note that all reference reproductions are for personal/study use only. The possession of a reproduction of HCHS collection materials
and the payment of associated reproduction service fees, does not constitute or imply permission to publish or exhibit. It is necessary for
researchers to obtain separate, written permission for the publication or exhibition of all material held in the HCHS collections. All
licenses are for one use only and each additional instance of use must be separately requested in writing. Usage rights fees, above and
beyond reproduction costs, may apply and vary depending on whether a reproduction is for an individual, non-profit, or commercial
institution and how it will be used (personal research, publication, exhibition, etc.). All reproductions must credit the Hunterdon County
Historical Society as the source of the image or document.
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