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Identity Statement:
Title:   J. Edward Stout Papers
Extent of the unit of description:   5 boxes; 2 linear feet

Context:
Administrative / Biographical history:   J. Edward Stout (1923-2001) was a prominent historian and civic leader from Franklin Township,
NJ.  He was a life-long resident of that place.  
He was a graduate of Flemington High School in 1940, and served in the Army Air Corps during WWII.  Subsequently, he was the
Postmaster of Pittstown Post Office for 34 years, until his retirement in 1980.  
Mr. Stout was a leading figure in the area, and was a member of many different volunteer organizations, including serving as township
historian, officer of the Quakertown Fire Company, officer of the Franklin Township Board of Education, member of the township
Planning Board, member of the Hunterdon County Historical Society, trustee of the Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead Museum, member of
the Lackatong Lodge, and a boy scout leader.
In addition, Mr. Stout was the author of a volume entitled "Facts and Fantasies of Franklin",  a source often used for local history.  

Scope & Content / Abstract:
Abstract:  This collection contains a number of records and volumes accumulated by J. Edgar Stout (1923-2001), longtime Historian of
Franklin Township, NJ.  Part of the collection pertains to Mr. Stout's personal genealogy, including research notes, legal papers, and
diaries and ledgers of individuals from the Leaver and Hampton families.  Other records doucment a court battle between the Lackatong
Lodge No. 114 and the Franklin Township Board of Education from the early part of the Twentieth Century.  The collection also holds
records of the Franklin Telephone Company, the first telephone company in Franklin Township.  This collection would interest anyone
who holds an interest in the genenalogy of the Leaver and Hampton families, or of Frankling Township in general.

Scope and Content:  This collection is composed of 38 folders in five boxes.  

Box 1 of the collection contains the records of a court battle from 1913-1915 between the Lackatong Lodge No. 114 and the Franklin
Township Board of Education.  Papers included are:

-  Court documents
-  Correspondence between the Lodge and the School Board
-  Correspondence of the judge, Paul A. Queen
-  Correspondence of the attorney, Charles Woodruff
- Correspondence of James Trimmer and John Leaver, Lodge officers

Box 2 and 3 of the collection includes account books, diaries, day books and cash books of individuals from the Franklin Township area,
generally.  Those included are Morris Hampton, Jacob Cliffton, John Gary, Samuel Willson, Morris Leaver, and William Cliffton.

Box 4 of the collection includes records of the Franklin Telephone Comapny, 1910-1917.  Records include the foundational documents of
the company, minutes, and correspondence; shareholders and certificates; and sales of stock.

Box 5 contains more general records, including tax notices, freight bills, genealogical notes, other financial records, and ephemera.  Much
of the papers in this portion of the collection come from the Hampton and Leaver families, particularly George Leaver.
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Access conditions:   HCHS manuscript collections are available for in-person research only during the open library hours of the Society;
12 PM to 4 PM every Thursday; 10 AM to 4 PM every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month; and by appointment.  
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Repository:  Hunterdon County Historical Society, 114 Main Street, Flemington, NJ, 08822.
Copyright and Conditions governing reproduction:   Statement on Copyright and Fair Use

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of
copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair
use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

Publication and Use

Please note that all reference reproductions are for personal/study use only. The possession of a reproduction of HCHS collection materials
and the payment of associated reproduction service fees, does not constitute or imply permission to publish or exhibit. It is necessary for
researchers to obtain separate, written permission for the publication or exhibition of all material held in the HCHS collections. All
licenses are for one use only and each additional instance of use must be separately requested in writing. Usage rights fees, above and
beyond reproduction costs, may apply and vary depending on whether a reproduction is for an individual, non-profit, or commercial
institution and how it will be used (personal research, publication, exhibition, etc.). All reproductions must credit the Hunterdon County
Historical Society as the source of the image or document.

Allied Materials:

Language of material:   English
Finding Aids:   In vertical file
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Queen, Paul
Woodruff, Charles
Wykers, Nicholas
Sikes, Levi
Shaw, Henry
Hampton, Morris
Emery, J.S.
Cliffton, Jacob
Gary, John T.
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Willson, Samuel
Leaver, Morris
Cliffton, William
Leaver, George
Vail, John
Vail, Fowler
Breen, George W.
Hamton, James
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