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FROM THE DESK OF DONALD CORNELIUS, HCHS MANUSCRIPT CURATOR

nother summer has turned
Ainto autumn here at the HCHS
archives, and the archival
volunteer team has been hard at work
arranging and describing quite a few
collections of manuscript material.
Projects currently in progress include
the papers of Ken Myers and Ed Stout,
long time Hunterdon County residents
and offcers in the Society who amassed
a wealth of local historical material
that will draw interest when they are
completed and released. Also in the
works are smaller collections of papers
from the Cole, Britton, and Hanover
families. The organizational papers
of the Patriotic Sons of Founders of
America are being arranged, as well
as the papers of Stephen Zdepski who
wrote the Baptists of Kingwood volume
that is used for research by many
historians. And also nearing completion
is a small but very interesting set of
papers from Charles Snyder, one of the
jurors in the famous Hauptman trial.
Several notable collections have
been released since our last newsletter.
One of these is the Hilda Kohl Papers,
Collection No. 130. This collection,
processed by Archival Volunteer
Shoshana Nimaroff, includes a nice
set of images of the Klinesville School
and its students, a scrapbook, and
Hunterdon County related ephemera.
Another interesting collection is
the second of two series concerning
Hunterdon County Clockmakers.
This is the John Schenk Papers II,
Collection No. 123. This collection,
processed by Archival Volunteer Erin
Brennan, contains miscellaneous
personal papers and notes relating to
Mr. Schenk’s research and lectures
on Hunterdon County makers of tall
case clocks. It also contains a carousel
of slides used in the lecture as well as
photographic prints of the slides and
other materials used in the lecture.
The collection would be helpful to
anyone interested in tall case clocks
and Hunterdon County’s role in their
history.
A sizable collection that illuminates
the more immediate history of the
county is the Edwin K. Large Papers,

Collection No. 92. This collection,
processed by Archival Volunteer John
Matsen, is comprised of case fles of
attorney Edwin K. Large from 1950 to
1985. Edwin K. Large was a scion of the
prominent Large family of Flemington.
He was the grandson of the locally
famous George H. Large, and the
nephew of George K. Large. Although
born and raised in Georgia, he came to
Flemington in the 1930s and spent most
of the rest of his life practicing law in
Hunterdon County. Specifcally, these
cases represent his work as Hunterdon
County Counsel. Most of the fles
deal with acquisition of real estate for
county roads or county buildings, while
some deal with county contracts and
some are of a miscellaneous nature.
These case fles are important pieces
of Hunterdon County history that
illustrate typical legal actions during
the stated time period as well as provide
examples of county land, building, and
infrastructure acquisition.

Manuscript collections are not
the only projects in progress. Other
members of our volunteer team
are hard at work on projects that
will increase access to some of our
already processed collections. Debbie

p—

Goodsite, a new volunteer, is cataloging
our photograph and  postcard
collections. This will eventually
produce indices that will make these
collections easier to research. The
inventories of some of older and more
heavily used manuscripts are being
digitized and posted to our website.
Our student intern, Autumn Dilley, is
working on a project that will be a frst
for us here at HCHS: a fully digitized
version of the HCHS Papers II, which
will be available on our website when
completed. An interesting set of aerial
photographs of the county from the
1950s and 60s has been arranged by
Archival Volunteer Dan Leechan and is
nearing release as well.

As you can see, the HCHS
archives team is a dedicated group of
individuals who volunteer their time to
increase the availability of historically
important manuscripts, volumes,
photographs, and other items. They are
an action-oriented group who embody
the goals of our Society’s mission: to
collect, preserve, and share the history
of our county with current and future
generations. Of course, the group
monthly wine and cheese party might
have something to do with it too!

Klinesville School and students, 1909. Collection No. 130, Hilda Kohl Papers. Px6785.
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Images from the Past

The Mt. Airy Dairy 4-H Club
will be celebrating their got

| year of existence in November
of 2013. This club, a Hunterdon
County institution, was
founded in 1923 and is the
oldest active 4-H club in New
Jersey and may be the second
oldest in the United States.

Caption on photo states: ‘J. Preston Quick, Willetts Case in 1938 Better Milking Contest at Tri-County
Show.” Hunterdon County Historical Society, unprocessed collection of organizational records of the
Mt. Airy 4-H Dairy Club.
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